
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
CROSS PARTY GROUP ON ADULT LEARNING 
 
Wednesday 27 January 2016 
 
Committee Room 2, The Scottish Parliament 
 
MSPs in attendance: Jean Urquhart and Neil Findlay   
 
Agenda items 
 
1. Welcome 
 
Jean Urquhart, MSP welcomed attendees to the eighth Cross Party Group meeting and 
gave the apologies for Jim King who was to provide the introduction.   
 
2. Minutes of last meeting 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 
 
3. Introduction  
 
Adele Hill, Head of Strategy and Project Development, Access to Industry kindly agreed to 
provide the introduction due to the apologies received from Jim King.  Adele talked about 
how education opens up opportunities for offenders.   
 
4. “Adult Learning and Crime” Presentations 

 
Adele Hill also gave a presentation of some of the Innovations and Projects that Access to 
Industry carries out (presentation attached).  The main areas that Adele covered were: 
•  Shine: Women’s Mentoring Service which works with women offenders. 
•  Passport aimed at male prisoners aimed age 21 and over who are in their last 6 months 

in HMP Edinburgh and returning to an Edinburgh address or who have returned to 
Edinburgh after leaving prison in the last 3 months. 

•  Transition which works with adults in recovery from drug/alcohol abuse. 
 
Norman Ross, High Life Highland presentation was on “Transitions for Offenders” 
(presentation attached).  Norman looked at the causes of offending through to transition to 
the community. 
 
Jean thanked both for their presentations. 
 
5. Open Discussion 
 
Key Points: 
 
1. Training is mainly carried out online and there is a significant lack of I.T equipment 

available within the prisons.  Furthermore due to regulations technology is not permitted 
to be taken into prisons on a ad hoc basis. 
 



 
 

2. Having offenders released on a Friday creates further complications as accommodation 
may not be available for the weekend and leaves them in an even more vulnerable 
position. 

 
3. The need for continued funding, as the majority of funding lasts for approximately 12-20 

weeks.  Once the link has been made it is evident in many cases that the offender 
would continue with their learning and personal development and be less likely to 
reoffend but due to the lack in resources it just comes to a halt.  

 
4. Shine offers the women the opportunity to come back as volunteers.  But this requires 

huge resources as the women require training and support and supervision.  It needs to 
be a formal arrangement, but the lack of funding again restricts this. 

 
5. Talent spotting - allowing people to try different things and explore what they may enjoy.  
 
6. It was agreed that there was significant gaps around the country with the lack of 

organisations being able to provide the services to offenders both in and outside prison.   
 
 
6. Any other Business 
 
The group discussed barriers that were faced in applying for courses or employment with 
the one of the main barriers being the disclosure of convictions.   There is an anxiety about 
disclosing however given the appropriate advice this is an obstacle that can be overcome.  
This is an area that needs to be addressed.  
 
Jean told the group about an inspiring project where social services are all under one roof, 
in addition there is a crèche and adult education classes, which include cooking on a small 
budget.   
 
Adele advised the group that the Scottish Prison Service were in the process of 
developing a new learning strategy.  
 
There was a discussion around the health of offenders and that some often feel that prison 
is a better option than living on the outside as they are unable to function.  It was agreed 
that if a referral was made to a psychologist to early then there would not be a positive 
outcome. 
 
A member of the group told how she had accessed the services after suffering post 
traumatic stress and how subsequently by attending the adult education classes that her 
life had been turned around. 
 
7. Date of next meeting 
 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 15 March 2016. 
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